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On Jan. 13, newly-appointed Interior Minister Fabio Villegas said that escaped drug trafficker Pablo
Escobar has made new demands for his surrender and threatened reprisals against diplomats
and government officials if his conditions are not met. Since Escobar's escape from the luxury
prison in Envigado July 22, members of Escobar's Medellin drug trafficking cartel and their hired
gunmen have been responsible for the murder of approximately 70 police officers and multiple
carbomb explosions in Medellin. In the eight-page letter, delivered to authorities by Escobar's wife
Maria Victoria Henao Jan. 4, Escobar demanded that, in exchange for his surrender, he be held
in a police training school in the Medellin suburb of La Estrella, and that about 70 other Medellin
cartel members currently incarcerated in other jails also be relocated to the training school. Escobar
also demanded that his guards be drawn from the Air Force, the Navy, or another international
organization, and insisted that police be relocated out of the municipalities of Envigado and Itagui
prior to his surrender. "What would the government think about having a carbomb made up of
10,000 kg. of dynamite explode in the Attorney General's Office?," asked Escobar in his letter.
Attorney General Gustavo de Greiff has refused to negotiate with Escobar and has demanded that
he surrender without any conditions. Escobar also threatened to attack the state-owned radio and
television station Inravision, which regularly offers financial rewards for information leading to
his arrest. He also threatened to distribute weapons among inhabitants of poor neighborhoods
in northeastern Medellin. On Jan. 14, Defense Ministry spokespersons said an elite police squad
dedicated to capturing Escobar has been reinforced with 600 soldiers from the Army and Navy.
Approximately 3,500 police have worked full-time to arrest Escobar since his escape. Given the
government's refusal to negotiate, on Jan. 18 Escobar issued a second communique, which claimed
he was forming a rebel movement to fight the Bogota government. He said he was "left with no
other option" than to create the "Antioquia Rebel Movement," since all his attempts to negotiate
his case through legal channels had been blocked by police, who "arrested his lawyers, and then
raided their offices to plant arms, drugs and explosives in attempts to frame them as criminals." He
also called Medellin police "barbaric," saying "no one hunts for or punishes the criminals in uniform
because they are on the government's side." Interior Minister Villegas said the government will not
recognize Escobar's actions as "political," since the fugitive is simply trying to confuse the public.
"This message is nothing more than an attempt to divert attention from the crimes committed by the
person whose name is on it," said Villegas. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, Associated Press,
01/13/93; Agence France-Presse, 01/14/93, 01/16/93, 01/18/93)
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